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  BAN Waste Newsletter June 08     

FOOD WASTE 

UK Households throw away one third of all 

the food they buy! – see Special Food Waste 

bulletin - Page 6  

 

INCINERATION 

back on the agenda Nationally and in 

Sunderland? – see Page 3 

Newcastle Waste Strategy – the next step – see Page 5 

 

Recycling in Community Groups 
and Schools! – BAN Waste Study  

– see Page 2 

What happens to your recycling? see page 9 

BAN Waste Needs Volunteers! 

Open Forums, Diary Dates and more 

see inside 

**Come and see us this Saturday and Sunday 12 – 6pm at  

The Newcastle Community Green Festival (June 7th/8th) 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

BAN WASTE OPEN FORUM  
 

AUTOCLAVING, MBT Mechanical Biological Treatment and 
NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN RECYCLING 

 

Monday, June 23rd 2008 

 at 6.30pm – 8.30pm at Ouseburn Farm , Byker 

Speakers from SITA, Premier Waste, RENEW Tees Valley and 
Graphite Resources 

 
Followed by questions and answers 

ALL WELCOME! 
refreshments provided 

 

SCHOOLS & COMMUNITY GROUP  

RECYCLING STUDY & PRESENTATION 

 

Thursday, July 3
rd

 2008 

at 6.30pm – 8.30pm at Ouseburn Farm , Byker 

ALL WELCOME! 
refreshments provided 

 

BAN Waste Management Meeting 

Monday July 7
th
 at 5.30pm 

at Newcastle Health City, 14 Great North Road, Newcastle 
Open for all BAN Waste contacts/members to attend 

 

BAN Waste/Newcastle City Council Partnership Meetings 

Thursday 17
th
 July 

Thursday 18
th
 September 

All to start at 6pm at the Civic Centre. 
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INCINERATORS BACK ON THE AGENDA 

 

 
Would you buy an 
incinerator from 

Stephen Fry? 

 
Incineration is still on the agenda both nationally and with local authorities. 
12 new large incinerators with capacities up to 500,000 tonnes are 
currently being planned or constructed in the England and Wales.  The 
government is trying to mask these plans under terms like ENERGY FROM 
WASTE. 
 
Evidently, according to the government, the biggest problem with 
incinerators is not cancer causing dioxins, heavy metals, PCB’s and 
particulates, but PUBLIC PERCEPTION!  
 
To deal with this problem, DEFRA (Department of Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs) has used taxpayer’s money to employ marketing 
consultants Munro & Forster to change this. They are proposing that we 
have adverts to tell us that Incineration is not Incineration but Energy from 
Waste! They are also looking for someone to appear in TV adverts, and 
amongst the suggestions are Tony Robinson and Stephen Fry. 

£1.6bn plant to burn waste in Sunderland! 

Secret documents seen by the Sunderland Echo in January revealed that 
officials are looking into burning the city's rubbish (they call it recovery of 
waste!), along with Gateshead's and South Tyneside's, to create energy in 
the way power stations generate electricity by burning coal and gas. 
Sunderland City Council also banned the public from attending a council 
meeting on the subject, and called the police when residents refused to 
leave! 
 
In October, Sunderland City Council teamed up with its neighbours to look 
into ways of dealing with the hundreds of thousands of tonnes of household 
waste handled by the three authorities each year. 
 
Initial investigations into the location of the plant have already taken place, 
with reports saying it could be within Sunderland's boundaries. 
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 WHERE DO YOUR RECYCLATES GO?  

This is a question that the public ask us more and more. Below is a table 
which tells you what will happen to your recycling when the new 
Newcastle City collection service starts this year.  
 
NB – one or two of the materials will not be included at first, such as tetra-
paks, although they will be in future  

 
 

MATERIAL 
NAME OF 

REPROCESSOR END PRODUCT 

Household Batteries BCB Wetherby Nickel, Chronium,Iron, Alloy 

Paper & Magazines 
Fourstones Papermill, 

Hexham Tissue Paper etc 

Ferrous & Non-Ferrous 
Cans 

Direct to Foundries in Uk 
and overseas Cans, Plate, cars etc. 

Plastic Bottles 
Fewsters, Riverside Road, 

Sunderland 
Re-compounded as new products, 

drainage pipes etc. 

Cardboard 
Fourstones Papermill, 

Hexham Packaging 

Textiles 

G Wilson Fibres Ltd 
Scout Hill Road 
Dewsbury, West Yorkshire Reusable fabrics, cloths etc 

Tetrapack eg. Cartons 
cardboard 

Fourstones Papermill, 
Hexham Packaging 

Other Hard Plastic 
Fewsters, Riverside Road, 

Sunderland 
Compounded and used in various 

forms eg. Coat hangers 

Paperboard & Other 
Packaging 

Fourstones Papermill, 
Hexham Re-used as packaging 

Plastic Film 
Fewsters, Riverside Road, 

Sunderland Packaging, building products 

Directories/Catalogues 
Fourstones Papermill, 

Hexham Packaging, egg cartons etc. 

Glass  Berryman, South Yorkshire Different forms of glass products  
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NEWCASTLE CITY COUNCIL WASTE 
STRATEGY    

Newcastle City Council is currently discussing plans about what 
treatment it will use to deal with rubbish in the next 15 years and 
beyond. This is the rubbish that it normally sends to landfill and isnôt 
recycling.  

Newcastle Council has to do something with the waste we throw away, it 
cannot keep burying it in the ground, and the government has set very 
stringent landfill tax allowance targets and will fine council’s if they do not 
meet these. 

However, BAN Waste is still dismayed to see that Local Authorities and 
The Government are still very interested in incineration, even after the 
spreading of highly toxic ash on allotments in Newcastle from the old Byker 
plant.  

In 2006, in Newcastle City Councils Waste and Recycling consultation, 
Incineration was supported by only 24% and opposed by 49%, of 
Newcastle residents, whereas in-vessel composting and anaerobic 
digestion was supported by 68/69% respectively. 

Representatives of BAN Waste were recently invited on a study tour by 
Newcastle City Council, along with Council officers and Councillors to visit 
5 different waste treatment facilities in the UK and Norway. This included  

¶ Gasification, Autoclaving, MBT (Mechanical Biological Treatment), 
Anaerobic Digestion and Incineration.  

BAN Waste is currently working on presenting further information about 
these treatments to try and inform the public as much as possible. It has 
also published an Interim Statement on the Waste Strategy to the Council. 
The main points of this document are:- 

¶ Reduce the amount of waste to actually be treated by further recycling 
measures such as:- 

- improved recycling for flats and new developments 

- more recycling in the commercial sector 

- more and better equipped ‘recycling centres/civic amenity’ sites. 

¶ Avoid entering into long term inflexible contracts, and not to rush (or be 
rushed) into any solution before we have completely understood this 
complex issue. 
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NEWCASTLE CITY COUNCIL WASTE 
STRATEGY    

Would you like to know more about AUTOCLAVING & MBT 
Mechanical Biological Treatments? 

Then come to our Open Forum on June 23
rd

 – see page 2! 

¶ Would you like more information or join in our discussions 
on the Waste Strategy? 

If so, please do not hesitate to contact us -details on back page! 

FOOD WASTE BULLETIN 

Wasted food now costs UK homes £10 billion, new study 
reveals! 

The astonishing scale of wasted food has been revealed with figures 
suggesting that the nation bins 4.4million apples every day of the year. 
Families throw away around one third of all the food they buy, according to 
a study.  

WRAP, a national organisation that helps individuals, businesses and local 
authorities reduce waste and recycle more, has recently issued a report 
‘The Food We Waste Today’. WRAP also promote the Love Food Hate 
Waste campaign. For more information see below; 

New BAN Waste Projects Focus on Food Waste 

BAN Waste is working on some new projects which have 
been funded by EAGA, to help combat the Food Waste 
problem. They are:- 

A óWhich Wormeryô Trial 

Worm-assisted composting helps to save the planet by reducing methane, 
and reducing transport and disposal costs of food waste.  The worms work 
for you to produce excellent compost and liquid plant food, and they don’t 
take up as much space as a compost heap. 

We are going to place 5 different types of wormery in the community, and 
will be studying them to study the practicalities of looking after them, we will 
then publish the results in our Wormeries Report’, and will be able to give 
advice on the practicalities and which one would be the most suitable for 
you.  
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      FOOD WASTE BULLETIN – continued             

Feasibility Study into In- Vessel Composting 

This is looking into possibilities of a community based food waste 
composter. People will be able to put in their food scraps, including meat 
and cooked food into the composter. One example called The Rocket is 
being trialled at the Environment Agency, which was visited by members of 
BAN Waste and Tyneside Cyrenians recently (Pictured below). 
 

    

Tyneside Cyrenians Open a Fareshare Warehouse at 
Lemington. 

FareShare is a national charity which redistributes surplus food from 
producers and suppliers within the food industry to those most in need 
within local communities. In 2005, 2,000 tonnes of food was saved from 
being wasted, helping business reduce C02 emissions by 13,000 tonnes. 
This food was then redistributed, along with other food related support 
services, to a community food network of 300 organisations. This food 
contributed to over 3.3 million meals to 12,000 disadvantaged people each 
day in cities and towns across the UK. FareShare Tyneside is one of ten 
UK franchises and will be delivering food to organizations in Newcastle, 
Gateshead and North Tyneside.   
 
Tyneside Cyrenians (themselves a charity who support the homeless) will 
be operating the Newcastle branch and was opened on April 23rd by ‘Hairy 
biker’ - Simon King.  
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Love Food Hate Waste Key Points 
¶ In the UK we are throwing away one third of the food we buy. That’s 

like one in three bagfuls of food shopping going straight in the bin.  

¶ We throw away 6.7 million tonnes of food each year in the UK, when 
most of this food could have been eaten. (Its not just peelings and 
bones –its good food).That’s equivalent to filling Wembley Stadium 
with food waste 8 times over!  

¶ In terms of environmental impact – producing, storing and getting the 
food to our homes uses a lot of energy. The carbon impact of food 
waste is enormous. Tackling it would provide a carbon benefit 
equivalent to taking 1 in 5 cars off of UK roads.  

¶ Most of the wasted food reaches landfill sites where it emits methane, 
a powerful greenhouse gas.  

¶ High economic cost – at least £10bn worth of food that could have 
been eaten is thrown out every year.  

¶ We throw food out for two main reasons: food gets forgotten and is left 
unused; we serve up too much and don’t use leftovers.  

¶ For more information on the Love Food Hate Waste campaign, visit: 
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com 

For more information on WRAP - telephone 01295 819 900 or go to their 
website - www.wrap.org.uk 

And Remember ï Less Food Waste means:- 

¶ less smell and hygiene problems with your bin, 

¶ less need for your bin to be emptied every week. 

¶ less landfill ï Food waste counts for a third of all landfill emitting 
large amounts of Methane CH4 into the atmosphere, a gas which is 
23 times more deadly than carbon dioxide CO2 in its effect on 
Climate Change. 

MEMBERS WELCOME & VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
If you would like to be involved or like to assist in any of the 
above, or be put on our regular mailing list for newsletters etc, 
then 

CONTACT US AT:- 

BAN WASTE, c/o Newcastle Healthy City 
14 Great North Road, Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 
4PS 
Telephone 0191 211 3593    email banwaste@googlemail.com 
Check our website at www.banwaste.org.uk 

http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/
mailto:banwaste@googlemail.com

