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BAN Wa swagte@nsinimisation projects

BAN Waste volunteers successfully applied a grant EAGA to allow
consultants and volunteers to work on five specific projects which addressed
the issues of food waste and waste minimisation.

1 A feasibility study was conducted into the use of a variety of in-vessel
food waste composters and local community groups and schools
were encouraged to get involved. With names such as ‘the Rocket’,
‘Roly Pig’ and the ‘Hot Box’ each device was investigated and
evaluated and the research report now contributes to BAN Waste’s
existing resources.

1 Sevenwormeries and a bokashi were purchased and installed in
contrasting settings. The aim was to raise awareness of the use of
wormeries and how worms could be used to break down kitchen waste
to produce compost. This saves transport to landfill and prevents
methane being produced. The results were shared at a Worm Summit
(thought to be the first of its kind) held in June. A project report is
available.

1 In Walkerville and Walkergate a ‘Participatory Appraisal and
Education Awareness’ project was carried out with the aim of
changing behaviour, raising awareness and encouraging ideas and
responses regarding waste and recycling. This project encouraged
public engagement and demonstrated that people can make a
difference to their environment and the success of recycling services in
their area and potentially across the City. A team was trained to engage
the community and worked with over 600 local people, local community
groups and school children and staff.

9 Volunteers assisted putting together an extensive A-Z Directory of
local Reduce, Re-Use, Repair and Recycle outlets available to people
in Newcastle. Intensive research led to a Directory of local sites that
could reuse, repair recycle or if all else fails safely dispose of anything
from car batteries to tree branches; furniture to medicines; to YOU!

1 Finally, a series of leaflets were produced on how to reduce household
waste including junk mail (estimated to be 650 pieces a year for every
household in the UK), and food waste, which is also estimated to save
nearly £400 per household per year.

BAN Waste unique contributes to the waste minimisation agenda in the City,
demonstrating that with local people’s practical involvement, hearts and
minds can be changed and more people can learn to appreciate the
difference they personally make in reducing waste and make a positive
contribution to reducing climate change.




A to Z directory

Our new online searchable directory will be launched in time
for Christmas and to help you with your New Year resolutions.

We have received some fantastic and positive

Y NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE'S i '
REDUCE, REUSE, REPAIR feeo!back, with some very good suggestions for
AND RECYCLE DIRECTORY entries from BAN Waste members who have

been testing our online directory.

We are having a prize draw for new entries, with a top
prize of £50!!!

We also have some goody bags for runners up so so keep thinking and
please pass on the request for more entries so this can be as wide ranging
and helpful (or just plain quirky).

Contact us at

BAN Waste,

C/O Newcastle Healthy City
14 Great North Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4PS
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©BAN Waste | 14 Great North Road Jesmond NE2 4PS | 0191 230 4217 or 0191 232 3357 | enquiries@banwaste.org.ul

Go on have a look at the directory at www.banwaste.org.uk and tell us
your suggestions to encourage people to reduce their waste, repair, reuse
things or ways to recycle something the directory does not provide.



mailto:banwaste@googlemail.com
http://www.banwaste.org.uk/

WEEE

No this article is not related to sliding down a snowy bank or the
urgent need of a toilet but the Waste Electronic and Electrical
Equipment (WEEE) Directive. The Environment Agency
explains “The WEEE Directive aims to both reduce the amount m
of electrical and electronic equipment being produced and to

encourage everyone to reuse, recycle and recover it.”

A lot of WEEE has valuable parts as well as hazardous components so in
order to prevent harm to the environment and ourselves, we now have to
send these materials for reuse or recycling.

To you and me this means that all our WEEE now should not be sent to
landfill so cannot go in your rubbish bin. Householders are not banned from
disposing of WEEE in their bin but the WEEE Regulations have created a
network of collection points for WEEE. It is a slightly different situation if you
are a business.

So what does WEEE include?

Well this includes old mobiles, computers, electronic toothbrushes, irons,
TV’s, radios, calculators anything no matter how large or small should not go
in your green (residual /rubbish) wheelie bin.

large
appliances

Householders
The Environment Agency suggests the following actions for householders:

1 ask the retailer if they'll take products back

1 take old appliances to their local civic amenity site

9 arrange for their local authority to collect the equipment (in Newcastle
this is covered under the bulky waste service which has 4 free
collections in a year then we have to pay —fridges are an exception as
they have nasties and need special treatment

9 arrange for an electrical retailer delivering new equipment to take away
the old appliance
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Charities and Community Groups

If you are a charity/community group you can contact the council to arrange
for them to collect but would be charged £15 p/item.* The council also
provides access to free recycling routes but ONLY if you first organise this
with Phil Bell (Tel. 2657831). They are

9 Taking a fridge or freezer to Benwell Transfer Station (no other
electrical items).

9 Taking WEEE items direct to Matrix Recycling

CA sites cannot be used by charities or community groups.

How much of your council tax goes on waste?

A recent article on the Guardian website? asked “How much of your council
tax gets wasted on waste?”® Well the answer for Newcastle is the following:

Service Expenditure® - Waste Collection, £5,313,000
Service Expenditure - Waste Disposal £12,467,000
Total spent on waste disposal and collection £17,780,000
Total council tax raised, £99,915,000

Waste collection and disposal as % of council tax £17.8%

BUT before you get worried about this it is worth noting that Newcastle ranks
127 out of 390 councils (or to put that another way 32 out of 100) with the
average being 26.2% of council tax spent on waste. Alnwick and Berwick on
Tweed where both above 40% but the highest was the City of London at a
whopping 82% of all council taxes collected going to pay for waste.

1Y%

The Guardian article questions what is beingdoneit o avoi d t hesg¢
in the first place. After all, they are always banging on about the so-called
waste hierarchy: reduce comes before re-use comes recycle and incineration
and finally Il andfillo

! Checked in October 2009
% Source: CIPFA Finance and General Statistics 2008-09
® http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/green-living-blog/2009/oct/04/council-waste

* Full title given was “Service Expenditure (Outturn prices), Excluding Capital Charges: Environmental
Services”, -




It goes on to explain its thoughts on this as follows: i Near | 'y al | t
the past decade has been about avoiding landfill. So councils have focused

on waste incineration and recycling, both of which provide huge revenue
streams for major corporations. Many of these waste disposal contracts last

for up to 20 years, with some totalling over £4bn of tax-payers' money.”

BAN Waste’s report “Aiming for Zero Waste” which was submitted to the
council Executive in January 2009 had as its first recommendation that: “The
Council establishes actions & resources to achieve the reduction and
reuse targets”.

We eagerly await their action plan is due out in March 2010.

BUT the council can’t do this alone; we all have to reduce the waste we
produce. So we hope you will make the most of the recycling and green
waste collections and get best value for money, BUT also to reduce how
much YOU produce.

We have produced our “A to Z Directory to reduce, reuse, repair and
recycling in Newcastleowhich will help you with some ideas, plus we
produced a couple of leaflets on how to reduce junk mail, food waste and if
you have food waste how to treat it at home and get the benefits for yourself.

How much space do you need to recycle?

The work in Walkerville and Walkergate showed
that many people felt they didn’t have enough
space for three wheelie bins; some put out for
collection to the front and others the back of the
house. The need to carrying unwanted material
through a house also worried many people.

So we were concerned when we heard that nearly  F2
three quarters of new homes do not have enough
space to recycle, according to survey results from

the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE).

ol

' W

CABE carried out a poll of 2,500 private housing homeowners and found that
72% said they do not have enough space to fit in three small bins required to
recycle properly. CABE believed the results of “Space in new homes: what
residents think” demonstrate that many of these homes are not adaptable to
the changing needs of occupants and future lifestyle changes.

The report highlighted that without this key recycling space the homes do not
adhere to the Government’s Code for Sustainable Homes which has some
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mandatory requirements for waste and recycling storage externally and other
point providing issues such as internal aspects.

Recently BAN Waste heard about a new block of flats that did met these new
eco-standards, BUT when the three recycling bins were taken down to be
emptied they all ended up in the bin as they had no recycling facilities. This is
an example of where an effort has been made but the council services don't
fit and it is bound to put residents off taking part.

So the issue of storage space internally and services externally have to
match.

In addition to this it is worth thinking about the fear
of fines that we heard from residents in Walkerville
and Walkergate. At the moment it is council policy
to ask people to take bins in to prevent them from
= being set on fire, rifled through for identity theft,

B bins being emptied by inconsiderate vandals, or
someone adding something in that could
contaminate the recycling. It does make sense
that someone adding in their unwanted kebab to a recycling bin would mean
it cannot be recycled. BUT itis also a serious and valid concern of many
people of where to store their bin and the wish to leave their bins outside
rather than storing them inside. Here there needs to be a mix of education
and understanding before thinking of applying fines.

We hope the planning department at Newcastle take note that they not only
need to ensure there is enough space for recycling facilities to be fitted
internally, but to ensure the council can also deliver decent recycling services
to all its residents.

Newcastle waste to be burnt at plant on Teesside

BAN Waste was extremely upset to find out that
officers had put forward an Interim Residual Waste
Treatment" to send 35,000T of residual waste to the
incinerator in Teesside.

It emerged that although there is already a joint
regional procurement exercise to look at treating
residual waste that currently goes to landfill, Newcastle
has taken a decision to pre-empt this decision due in
January 2010.

For those of you not clear what residual waste refers to, it is what is left after
your green wheelie bin "rubbish" has had some of the biodegradable stuff




removed (mainly food waste), some of the metals removed in the mechanical
separation plant (the Mechanical Biological Treatment, MBT process) at
Byker. There is still plenty of material that can be recycled if more effort was
made.

The council had prevented BAN waste being involved in meaningful
consultation all last year. We wrote to the executive without success, and it
was only after a story in the Evening Chronicle revealed they had considered
gasification as a preferred option but kept their partner in the dark. We rose
to their short timetable to submit our thoughts on their proposals in our report
“Aiming for Zero Waste.

The Executive agreed in March that incineration was not included in their long
term plans and to go to the market to see what was available. We
understood they would decide on the merit of the tenders supplied, thus
allowing for environmental, social and financial impacts to be considered - a
process BAN Waste had been invited to take part in.

Wendy Taylor, Executive member for Environment and Sustainability was
guoted in the Evening Chronicle as saying:

1 "We think unfortunately it's the only solution. It wouldn’t be our first
choice but | think it's acceptable and the financial benefits are such that
we can’t ignore what the officers are saying.

Now the council has decided not to wait for the outcome but to burn 20% of
Newcastle’s overall waste. Not surprisingly they did not tell BAN waste of this
decision and when asked they made it clear they felt further discussion was
not required.

The council effectively ignored our partnership agreement. They have
removed our funding and delayed new options for supporting our work,
and keeping our part time worker.

We have to ask ourselves if we now paying the prize for standing up
and saying what you told them in their community consultation and
continue to tell us i Newcastle residents do not want incineration.

Music to our ears

An anti-incinerator song has been released. “It Was
Madness” can be heard with its video at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EG7fesiUtDo

It's available to buy through itunes at 79p.
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Where do all the recyclates go?

This is a question that the public ask us more and more, and featured
strongly in the work in Walkergate and Walkerville. We understand that
knowing where it goes should give you more confidence that your efforts to
recycle does not go to waste, so below is an up-to-date version of where
things go which we provided in our June 08 newsletter. If you still have this
you will notice there have been a lot of changes.

2) Palm Paper, Kings
Lynn,
3) Aylesford, Kent

MATERIAL NAME OF END PRODUCT
REPROCESSOR
Blue Recycling Bins
Household Bulking up — none left site |Nickel, Chromium,
Batteries Iron, Alloy
Paper & 1) UPM Kymmene, N Newsprint
Magazines Wales

Ferrous & Non-
Ferrous Cans

Suryadev Alloys and
Power, India

Cans, Plate, cars etc.

Plastic Bottles

1) ValPak, Preston
2) AWS, Lincolnshire
3) J&A Young,
Leicestershire

Re-compounded as
new products,
drainage pipes etc.

Cardboard 1) SCA, Kent Packaging
2) Mark Lydon Paper,
Nottingham
3) Severnside, St Regis
Mill, Lancashire
Textiles Bulking up — none left site |Reusable fabrics,
cloths, industrial
wipes
Glass Recresco, Nottinghamshire | Re-manufactured

glass products

®> Notes from Newcastle Recycling Officer:

This table tells you what will happen to the materials you send to be recycled
in the blue recycling. The following tables refer to the brown bin for “green
waste” which is sent for composting as well as your refuse bin (green in
colour) as part of the service supplied by Newcastle City Council®.




MATERIAL NAME OF REPROCESSOR |END PRODUCT

Tyne

Green Waste |Sandhills, Newcastle upon |Soil Conditioner

Refuse bins 1the Green wheelie bin

MATERIAL

NAME OF REPROCESSOR

END PRODUCT

Organic waste

Ellington, Northumberland

Compost

Ferrous metals
Mixed metals

JJ Stanleys, Newcastle upon Tyne

Cans, Plate, cars etc.

Non-Ferrous
Metals

Jebbs, Newcastle upon Tyne

Cans, Plate, cars etc.

Get help buying a bike

Cycling is the least polluting form of transport after walking. Many workplaces
now offer tax- and interest-free loans to help you buy a bike and commute the
green way. Ask your boss about the Cycle to Work scheme, or for details visit
www.cyclescheme.co.uk. And then visit

m Tel: 0191 265 4197 Mobile: 07737 526020
m Unit 2 Railway Arch, Hannington Street, Byker, Newcastle, NE6 1JT

They not only provide a good quality guaranteed reused bike Recyke y'Bike
but they also provide an area and tools for you to maintain your bike and a
course on bike maintenance at reasonable prices. Unfortunately they cannot
fix your bike.

1) The data relates to 1st gtr this year (April, May and June 09).
2) No rejects left O’Briens (the organisation who handle the blue bin recycling materials) during this
period. No doubt there will be some reject but it is still on site un-weighed.
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All change in the TOON

?r@ese?e“‘ \é/

Freegle

Newcastle-upon-Tyne Freecycle Toon Freegle

In a recent emailing to members of local groups, including toon and its
neighbours in North Tyneside, Cramlington, Morpeth, Sunderland, etc., the
moderators explained they have decided to go our own way, and changing
their names.

They went on to explain:

AThe mai n r e a’\geisthdt evinile Rreecyde isaineally good
idea, groups in the UK have been working to a system devised in and for the
USA. Representatives of the UK groups have been trying to negotiate with
The Freecycle Network (TFN) in the USA for over two years to try to get the
freedom to run things in a way more suited to the UK and our laws. TFN
woul d not be persuaded. i

fFor the time being, at least, toon will be a part of the *Freegle* (Free, Giving
Locally, Easily) Co-op. fi

: 6
Thlnk CanS / Canny facts \
Five billion aluminium drink cans are sold in the The energy saved
UK every year and each one could be recycled by recycling 1
over and over again, saving energy, raw aluminium d“nk can
materials and waste. would run a fridge

\ for 1 hour /
CASH FOR CANS CENTRES IN TYNESIDE

The following centres pay cash for aluminium cans. Companies stating
(Accepts Foil) will often pay a lower price for foil than cans, but this varies.
Please telephone to check opening times and current prices before you
collect (data from March 2009).

®See the website for more information at http://www.thinkcans.net
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M Jebb Metals Ltd, Station Road, Walker, Newcastle
upon Tyne, NE6 3PN Tel: 0191 262 7099 Fax:

...-,.mnmmm;

0191 262 5458 M|SS|NG
1 Cleveland Metals, Cross Street, Quality Row, & = Name: Can
Byker Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 1LB Tel: 0191 E Last seen in
265 1199 Fax: 0191 265 6644 - Black bindag
b Belongs in
! North East Recycling Ltd, (NEW ADDRESS) - Recycling 539
Imperial House, Unit 1 Forsters Court, Factory LP
Road, Blaydon, Gateshead, NE21 5SA, Tel 0191 P}:Ff?gﬂg_ﬂ_
499 0463 = e

At L 10 % e L
s we a ew reeewe v GEER et # Oy

1 Biffa Waste Recycling Services, Felling Shore Industrial Estate,
Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE10 OES Tel: 0191 4691122 Fax: 0191
4690793 (Accepts foil)

Waste Word search

P AIEIRIE|C|Y|C|L|E|B|D|B|T i .

: Cans |
LIE|I |u|c|o|T|A|s|c |k|D|s|u | :
Alols|Blum|vINn]|ulc|rRIU[E[N] Compost 5
s|Gc|F|B|w|P|R|S |Q|W|A|S|T|E | Dustbin :
T|O|H|lI |D|O|P|F |A|G|F|T|R|W | Green box !
| lY|P|s|N|s|B|X |K|J|L|B|E|S | Glass ;
CIE|V|H|W|T|G|L |A|S|S]|I |[E|P i Landfill i
RIE|F|luls |E|T|R|U|C|K|N|S|A | e |
L[M|H|GIR|E|E|N|B|O|X|P|T|P | | :

: Plastic :
o|Gg|c|N|Y |3 ]I |D|s|O|M|E|Y|E | |

: Pollution -
zIAHIPlO[L|L|U|T|I |O|IN|A[R]| ;
RIE|C|Y|C|L|I IN|G|B|A|N|K|S| ! Trees |
O|X |H|K|Z |[R|L |W|O|R |[M|E|R|Y B

BAN WASTE

C/O Newcastle Healthy City
14 Great North Road
Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4PS
Email banwaste@googlemail.com
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