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Press Release … :  For immediate use, 22 December 2005
Blackbox Helpline Turns Red Hot 
Newcastle Council’s Recycling Helpline has been deluged with 800 requests in two days for black recycling boxes.  The record-breaking number of requests follows the delivery of over 100,000 leaflets to households in the city explaining how its new £1000 recycling prize draw works. 

Requests for recycling boxes in Newcastle have rocketed since October when the Council announced the introduction of a new £1,000 prize draw for the city’s recyclers but the unprecedented surge in requests for boxes was far larger than the Council had expected.  Normal box requests at this time of year average 5 to 10 a day. 

Gearoid Henry, Newcastle’s Waste Strategy Officer said:  

“We will be pulling out all the stops to get recycling boxes out as soon as possible to everyone who wants to participate in this scheme but we urge everyone to be patient.  Some boxes may not be delivered until the New Year.  

Anyone who has received their competition leaflet and wants to enter the prize draw should hold on to it while they wait for their recycling box to be delivered. The leaflet includes a personal sticky address label for each householder to peel off and stick on to their recycling box so we can identify the lucky winners.

We’re delighted by this tremendous response.”

Nick Browning, General Manager of the recycling company SITA, added: 

“The first few days of the promotion have been a great success, with over 600 recycling boxes being requested.  That’s over 600 households who will now regularly recycle more.  That’s incredible!  

Here at SITA the whole team is looking forward to collecting all those extra recyclables.  With so much more recycling it will be a great result for our environment.”

Any Newcastle resident who hasn’t got a recycling  box and wants the chance to win £1,000 should ring the Home Recycling Helpline on 0845 600 28 36.  

Media Contact: Liz Crocker, BAN Waste:  07832 170 943

Note to the Editor:

The Don’t Bin It Win It scheme is being run by the community waste group BAN Waste, Newcastle Council and SITA.  It has been funded by a grant from the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.






