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DEFRA INCENTIVE SCHEMES ENCOURAGE RECYCLING
Millions more people have been encouraged to recycle thanks to a series of incentive schemes funded by a £3.5 million Defra grant.

Over 50 pilots were run by local authorities across the country to test a variety of approaches to encourage their residents to reduce, re-use and recycle their waste.

The results of all the pilots are published on the Defra website today at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/localauth/encourage.htm
Individual prizes such as cash, cars and holidays were offered in some schemes, whilst in others, communities were rewarded with funding for local initiatives and improvements.

In over half the areas, the tonnage of recyclables collected increased, while in others the contamination rates were reduced considerably.

Other incentive pilots targeted waste reduction by encouraging reuse.  Some of the trials led to enthusiastic recycling community champions and a range of voluntary community groups.

Environment Minister, Ben Bradshaw, said:

“We’ve trebled recycling since 1997 – but we’re going to have to do much better still if we are to tackle climate change and avoid huge fines for breaking European landfill limits.”

“We are all going to have to change our behaviour radically and these incentive schemes show it’s possible.” 

The pilots looked at a number of incentives geared towards specific barriers:  recycling the wrong things, not recycling at all, using local services such as bottle banks more frequently.

Some of the highlights included:

Recycling for schools

Schools in County Durham competed against one another to recycle the most waste. The top recyclers were awarded equipment for schools such as laptops.  The tonnage of recycled waste collected in the area increased by 13%.

Recycling the right things

In Hampshire, residents who recycled properly and put the right waste in the right bins were rewarded with vouchers to local attractions.  The result was a 50% reduction in the number of households putting the wrong things in their recycling bins.  

Recycling for prizes

The most popular schemes were those that offered lottery-style prize draws.  In Exeter, one lucky resident won an environmentally friendly car.  

The Government is looking at a range of options to help the UK meet tough European targets to divert more waste away from landfill.

Higher recycling rates will go a long way to achieving those targets.  Local authorities already have powers to offer incentives for households that recycle and to require householders to separate their waste for recycling.  

Notes to Editors

* Advance copies of the report are available from the Defra press office.


The schemes

· A total of 53 recycling incentive schemes were carried out across all Government regions of England.  Defra has funded, or part funded, these schemes to the tune of £3.5 million.

· Background and a summary of all the schemes (broken down regionally) is available at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/localauth/encourage.htm
Local authorities and recycling

· The diversion of biodegradable municipal waste (which is mainly household waste) from landfill is a key objective under the EU Landfill Directive. By 2010, biodegradable waste going to landfill must be 75% of the amount disposed in 1995; by 2013 this is reduced to 50% and by 2020 to 35%.

· To help meet these targets, Defra introduced the Landfill Allowance Trading Scheme.  Under LATS, local authorities across England have been set limits on the amount of this waste they can landfill. These 'landfill allowances' are tradable. Authorities can buy more allowances if they expect to landfill more than is permitted by the number of allowances they hold. Authorities with low landfill rates can sell their surplus allowances. Authorities are also be able to save unused allowances (banking) or bring forward part of their future allocation (borrowing).  Those that exceed the limit set by the allowances they hold will be fined £150 for every tonne they are over the limit.  More details at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/Environment/waste/localauth/lats/index.htm
· Local authorities also have statutory recycling targets.  Recycling rates across the country currently vary from less than 10% to over 50%.  The recycling rates for 2004/05 and targets for 2005/06 are available at:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/localauth/pdf/lacompostrecycle-rates0405.pdf
· Recycling targets for 2007/08 have been frozen, other than those local authorities with a target of 18%.  These councils have had their targets raised to 20%.  Many of those with these targets have already hit, or exceeded them – some have already met their 2007/08 target.  For those that have, Defra has encouraged them to continue progress and set their own voluntary targets. 

· For those that are struggling to meet the 18% target, Defra recently announced a package of help.  This will help to narrow the gap between the best and worst performers.  Details at:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/waste/localauth/perf_mgmt.htm
Some local authorities have begun compulsory recycling schemes using Section 46 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.  Section 46 gives local authorities the power to specify through issue of a formal notice which sorts of waste, including waste for recycling, should be placed in certain receptacles for collection.  Where a householder fails "without reasonable excuse" to comply with such requirements, he or she will commit a criminal offence and, if successfully prosecuted by the local authority, will be liable to a fine of up to £1000.  From 6 April this year, local authorities may alternatively issue a fixed penalty notice (£100 by default but may be varied locally between £75 and £110 and may be reduced to £60 on early payment) for the same offence.
Waste Strategy Review

· Defra recently consulted on a review of its Waste Strategy.  The responses to the consultation are now available at:   
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/latest/2006/waste-0802.htm
Defra will now be considering the responses before publishing its revised Waste Strategy later this year.
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