Recycling is Top Class

Smiling recycling boxes and miserable dustbins; happy people waving money; and diagrams showing how to recycle are all images which featured in a recycling prize draw poster competition held at a Newcastle First school and on Thursday, 6th July, 3 lucky pupils will be presented with gift vouchers and copies of their winning entries at an award ceremony to be held at Gosforth Park First School at 9am.  The school will also be presented with a water-powered clock by Newcastle's Waste Strategy Officer, Gearoid Henry.

The pupils have been creating the posters as part of their environmental work to gain the Eco Schools Green Flag, a prestigious European Environmental Award given by Encams on behalf of the Foundation for Environmental Education. The school is being supported by Newcastle Council's Enviro Schools team based in Neighbourhood Services Directorate. 

The winning entrant's poster will be used as part of a major publicity drive to promote the city's popular “Don't Bin It – Win It!” campaign.  The posters will also be on display in schools throughout the city from September.

The winner of the competition was 8 year old Rachel Sweeney with a poster featuring a smiling recycling box waving a banner with the words “win it” and a sad, dejected bin.  “This poster made us laugh out loud when we saw it.” said event organiser, Alistair Wilson.  “It tells a story in a human and humorous way.  We thought it was great!”

The runners up were Josie Barker, aged 7, and Niharika Singh, aged 7.  

Head Teacher, Mrs Jini Sara, said:  “This has been a wonderful experience.  All the children have learned a lot about recycling and they thoroughly enjoyed designing the posters.  We're all very proud of their work.”

The “Don't Bin It – Win It!” £1,000 prize draw was introduced last December as a 6 month pilot scheme but has proved so successful that it will now run for a further 6 months.

If you would like to take part in the recycling prize draw and don't have a recycling box, then ring Newcastle's Helpline on 0845 600 28 36.
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Pupils who have won a recycling poster competition will be available for photos 

with framed copies of their entries 

on Thursday, 6th July at 9am at Gosforth Park First School.  

The Head Teacher, Mrs Jini Sara, and Enviro Schools Coordinator, Alistair Wilson, 

will also be available for interview.
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